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 As hinted at last week, I have found a rather simple way to avoid the messy problem of attaching a database, containing the statistics, to the column weekly. It turns out it is rather simple to just cut and paste a database’s contents into a Word document and after some formatting on my part, a very readable table emerges. For those readers who enjoyed the sorting feature available with Microsoft Access or its equivalent, merely copy and paste the table in the database. This solution seems to work best for all involved, though I always welcome feedback at the above e-mail address. So what follows is a database containing the results of all WWF matches in 1987 through May 29. 
 F/H                  Wrestler                   W       L         D       CW    CL     W %        P %     OW %   OP %        AWP          APP            TP
	F
	Hulk Hogan
	46
	1
	
	42
	
	98%
	100%
	65%
	60.48%
	62.62%
	60.48%
	28.42

	F
	Can-Am Connection
	34
	2
	3
	33
	
	94%
	100%
	51%
	48.66%
	45.60%
	48.66%
	18.98

	F
	Blackjack Mulligan
	25
	1
	2
	24
	1
	96%
	96%
	43%
	44.79%
	39.05%
	40.79%
	11.42

	F
	Roddy Piper
	21
	4
	2
	19
	2
	84%
	90%
	48%
	47.23%
	32.46%
	37.71%
	10.18

	F
	Killer Bees
	25
	9
	1
	23
	8
	74%
	74%
	55%
	53.11%
	28.61%
	27.30%
	9.56

	F
	Ricky Steamboat
	24
	19
	2
	21
	11
	56%
	66%
	58%
	54.40%
	13.91%
	20.03%
	9.01

	F
	"Hacksaw" Jim Duggan
	17
	2
	
	14
	1
	89%
	93%
	38%
	34.62%
	27.59%
	27.95%
	5.31

	F
	Jake Roberts
	14
	8
	11
	12
	6
	64%
	67%
	47%
	45.71%
	10.34%
	12.38%
	4.08

	F
	Tito Santana
	14
	8
	10
	9
	6
	64%
	60%
	51%
	49.67%
	14.34%
	9.67%
	3.09

	F
	Ken Patera
	5
	
	
	5
	
	100%
	100%
	61%
	60.43%
	61.21%
	60.43%
	3.02

	F
	Jacques Rougeau
	1
	
	4
	1
	
	100%
	100%
	44%
	50.00%
	44.44%
	50.00%
	2.50

	F
	Rick Martel
	4
	
	2
	1
	
	100%
	100%
	38%
	37.50%
	38.24%
	37.50%
	2.25

	F
	Davey Boy Smith
	2
	
	
	2
	
	100%
	100%
	50%
	75.00%
	50.00%
	75.00%
	1.50

	F
	Billy Jack Haynes
	22
	16
	11
	17
	13
	58%
	57%
	49%
	46.23%
	6.83%
	2.89%
	1.42

	F
	Sam Houston
	2
	
	
	2
	
	100%
	100%
	25%
	25.00%
	25.00%
	25.00%
	0.50

	F
	British Bulldogs
	15
	17
	
	12
	11
	47%
	52%
	56%
	47.98%
	2.77%
	0.15%
	0.05

	F
	Bruno Sammartino
	4
	1
	
	
	
	80%
	
	45%
	36.36%
	24.67%
	
	

	F
	Tom Zenk
	2
	
	3
	
	
	100%
	
	53%
	54.55%
	52.63%
	
	

	F
	US Express
	3
	4
	4
	3
	4
	43%
	43%
	54%
	54.42%
	-3.53%
	-2.72%
	(0.30)

	F
	B. Brian Blair
	
	1
	
	
	1
	0%
	0%
	29%
	40.00%
	-71.43%
	-60.00%
	(0.60)

	F
	Outback Jack
	1
	1
	
	1
	1
	50%
	50%
	18%
	17.65%
	-32.50%
	-32.35%
	(0.65)

	F
	Hillbilly Jim
	7
	4
	
	4
	3
	64%
	57%
	36%
	33.75%
	-0.69%
	-9.11%
	(1.00)

	F
	Brutus Beefcake
	2
	2
	5
	1
	2
	50%
	33%
	53%
	50.65%
	2.94%
	-16.02%
	(1.44)

	F
	"Jumping" Jim Brunzell
	
	2
	
	
	1
	0%
	0%
	21%
	20.83%
	-78.57%
	-79.17%
	(1.58)

	F
	Haku
	1
	4
	
	1
	3
	20%
	25%
	27%
	39.13%
	-52.97%
	-35.87%
	(1.79)

	F
	Raymond Rougeau
	1
	1
	2
	
	1
	50%
	0%
	52%
	55.00%
	2.17%
	-45.00%
	(1.80)

	F
	Rougeau Bros.
	11
	11
	5
	10
	9
	50%
	53%
	42%
	38.05%
	-8.07%
	-9.32%
	(2.52)

	F
	Koko B. Ware
	17
	13
	4
	12
	13
	57%
	48%
	49%
	44.39%
	5.47%
	-7.61%
	(2.59)

	F
	Young Stallions
	
	6
	
	
	6
	0%
	0%
	53%
	52.00%
	-46.73%
	-48.00%
	(2.88)

	F
	Dick Slater
	1
	7
	2
	1
	6
	13%
	14%
	27%
	28.57%
	-60.23%
	-57.14%
	(5.71)

	F
	Junkyard Dog
	7
	12
	4
	5
	11
	37%
	31%
	36%
	33.21%
	-27.33%
	-35.54%
	(8.17)

	F
	Pedro Morales
	4
	18
	
	2
	17
	18%
	11%
	49%
	47.31%
	-33.15%
	-42.16%
	(9.28)

	F
	Islanders
	5
	22
	5
	4
	21
	19%
	16%
	51%
	50.90%
	-30.95%
	-33.10%
	(10.59)

	F
	George Steele
	2
	29
	
	2
	13
	6%
	13%
	36%
	33.69%
	-57.20%
	-52.98%
	(16.42)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	H
	Hercules
	19
	16
	6
	18
	13
	54%
	58%
	80%
	85.78%
	34.57%
	43.85%
	17.98

	H
	Demolition
	23
	7
	4
	22
	5
	77%
	81%
	59%
	61.84%
	36.15%
	43.32%
	14.73

	H
	Hart Foundation
	27
	22
	
	19
	19
	55%
	50%
	69%
	75.64%
	23.99%
	25.64%
	12.56

	H
	Harley Race
	15
	19
	2
	14
	17
	44%
	45%
	72%
	74.38%
	15.84%
	19.55%
	7.04

	H
	Randy Savage
	27
	25
	2
	16
	22
	52%
	42%
	57%
	66.24%
	8.90%
	8.35%
	4.51

	H
	Greg Valentine
	3
	4
	1
	2
	
	43%
	100%
	56%
	48.28%
	-1.05%
	48.28%
	3.86

	H
	Nikolai Volkoff
	3
	14
	
	3
	11
	18%
	21%
	92%
	94.41%
	9.84%
	15.84%
	2.69

	H
	Honky Tonk Man
	21
	15
	3
	16
	14
	58%
	53%
	49%
	52.12%
	7.70%
	5.45%
	2.13

	H
	Jim Neidhart
	3
	2
	
	2
	1
	60%
	67%
	72%
	73.68%
	32.09%
	40.35%
	2.02

	H
	"Cowboy" Bob Orton
	4
	3
	1
	4
	2
	57%
	67%
	52%
	57.80%
	9.26%
	24.46%
	1.96

	H
	Butch Reed
	9
	11
	7
	8
	7
	45%
	53%
	49%
	50.60%
	-5.91%
	3.93%
	1.06

	H
	Adrian Adonis
	5
	15
	6
	4
	12
	25%
	25%
	74%
	77.63%
	-1.02%
	2.63%
	0.68

	H
	Paul Orndorff
	7
	10
	5
	4
	7
	41%
	36%
	60%
	65.16%
	1.37%
	1.53%
	0.34

	H
	"Outlaw" Ron Bass
	4
	2
	
	4
	2
	67%
	67%
	41%
	36.67%
	7.44%
	3.33%
	0.20

	H
	Kamala
	10
	25
	6
	5
	22
	29%
	19%
	73%
	81.39%
	1.34%
	-0.09%
	(0.04)

	H
	Kamala & Sika
	
	5
	
	
	5
	0%
	0%
	89%
	94.52%
	-10.56%
	-5.48%
	(0.27)

	H
	Bret Hart
	3
	5
	
	3
	3
	38%
	50%
	49%
	44.05%
	-13.52%
	-5.95%
	(0.48)

	H
	Dino Bravo
	6
	6
	3
	5
	4
	50%
	56%
	47%
	40.28%
	-3.33%
	-4.17%
	(0.62)

	H
	Dream Team
	12
	25
	2
	10
	25
	32%
	29%
	64%
	67.89%
	-3.33%
	-3.54%
	(1.38)

	H
	Sheik & Volkoff
	3
	8
	
	2
	7
	27%
	22%
	63%
	63.84%
	-10.12%
	-13.94%
	(1.53)

	H
	Sika
	2
	8
	
	2
	8
	20%
	20%
	51%
	50.69%
	-28.84%
	-29.31%
	(2.93)

	H
	King Kong Bundy
	4
	12
	7
	2
	6
	25%
	25%
	61%
	61.92%
	-13.68%
	-13.08%
	(3.01)

	H
	Iron Sheik
	5
	20
	
	4
	18
	20%
	18%
	61%
	68.75%
	-18.83%
	-13.07%
	(3.27)

	H
	Don Muraco
	
	1
	6
	
	1
	0%
	0%
	45%
	34.04%
	-55.17%
	-65.96%
	(4.62)

	H
	Muraco & Orton
	3
	17
	1
	2
	16
	15%
	11%
	60%
	66.48%
	-24.55%
	-22.41%
	(4.71)

	H
	Danny Davis
	3
	10
	2
	2
	9
	23%
	18%
	54%
	46.54%
	-22.85%
	-35.28%
	(5.29)


Again, a detailed description of the statistics and their purposes can be found in my initial column, along with my other previous writings here. One practical albeit ambitious look at objective statistical analysis in wrestling would involve determining the relationship between a wrestlers push and drawing ability. The following chart has total push, my measure to determine the push of a wrestler using wins and losses, on the vertical axis and drawing power on the horizontal axis. For now, drawing power will be defined abstractly; think of it as some combination of PPV buyrates, house show attendance, merchandise sold, TV ratings moved that can be attributed to a particular wrestler. A concrete, mathematical isolation of a wrestler’s drawing power is likely impossible to calculate for now. The green line is a hypothetical world where the relationship between a wrestler’s push and his drawing ability is linear; or better said, twice the push means twice the drawing power. The blue and red lines assume some exponential growth in drawing power as push rises. A wrestler with Hulk Hogan’s push will be expected to draw more than twice a wrestler with half his push. Practically, this seems correct. Only a few wrestlers in a given promotion are given a chance to draw. The difference in drawing power between Koko B. Ware and Billy Jack Haynes, for instance, is likely negligible even though Haynes received a significantly greater push. Determining a “correct” version of the graph below would require plotting each wrestler’s total push and drawing power numbers and then forming a least-squares regression line (basically a line that best fits the given points). 
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The key would be identifying the wrestler’s who, if we plotted their given drawing push and total push on the graph, would fall above the line. This would mean they would be drawing in excess of their push. This would serve as a most useful exercise for determining a wrestler’s drawing power: not just who drew the most money, but who most beat expectations. Unfortunately, without a semi-accurate measure of drawing power at this point, there remain more questions than answers on how to do so. 
_1206743728.wps

