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Before beginning this week, I encourage you to view the previous two weeks’ columns before reading this one if you have not already done so. With an objective analysis of every WrestleMania match in history complete, we can now draw conclusions over performers’ entire WrestleMania career using WRAP (Work Rate above Average Performer). A few caveats before I present this week’s series of charts and lists. Firstly, this is not intended as a guide or an effort to determine the best workers in history; rather, it is designed to determine the best performers in WrestleMania history. There is far too small a sample size present to delve into the former argument. Secondly, I have furnished all the computations here (and in any one of my columns) by hand leaving open the possibility for human error. I anticipate catching any major errors but the possibility always remains for me to type in the wrong key or exclude one match from a worker’s resume entirely. Thirdly, read these charts with an understanding of WRAP in mind: this tool is not designed to determine the best matches of all time. Plain star ratings do just fine in that endeavor; instead, WRAP determines how well a match performed beyond what an average match of that length would do. Also consider the shortcomings of WRAP. It makes no concessions for opponent strength or a match’s gimmick. Thus wrestlers who have worked exclusively with strong workers or who have performed in matches conducive to high star ratings (no DQs, ladder matches, etc.) will have their ratings skewed accordingly. 


With that in mind, I have altered WRAP slightly since my last column. What I introduced as WRAP in the past will now be known as WRAP 1. In calculating the following tables, I am using a modified version of that statistic, creatively titled WRAP 2. In last week’s column, I mentioned there was a small but noticeable trend for workrate performance to increase over time. That is to say, a match in 2005 is more likely to have a higher WRAP than its 1988 counterpart. Since the correlation was fairly weak in determining that, I have only made a small adjustment to WRAP 1 to generate WRAP 2:

WRAP 2 = WRAP 1 + [.019 * (2006-Year)] - .31.

So, a match taking place in 2005 will have .019 stars added to its WRAP 1 to get its WRAP 2. A 1996 match has .19 stars (.019 * 10) added and so on. In essence, WRAP 2 normalizes all matches to 2006’s standard. Doing this raises the average of all matches in my database by .31 stars, so that subtraction sets an average performance back to zero. On the whole, a match’s WRAP 2 will not be very different from its WRAP 1.  Note: if you’re interested in how I determined the .019 coefficient just e-mail me. 


With all that said, the following table lists the best performers in WrestleMania history according to WRAP 2. I included only wrestlers with at least four matches at a WrestleMania. The figure given is simply the sum of all of their matches respective WRAPs.

	Performer
	# of Matches
	Total WRAP 2

	Bret Hart
	10
	8.86

	Shawn Michaels
	13
	8.48

	Greg Valentine
	7
	5.22

	Kurt Angle
	7
	4.87

	Tito Santana
	8
	4.85

	Ricky Steamboat
	4
	4.60

	Edge
	5
	4.40

	Christian
	5
	4.09

	Chris Benoit
	5
	3.76

	Chris Jericho
	6
	3.58

	Steve Austin
	7
	3.34

	Eddie Guerrero
	5
	2.55

	Randy Savage
	11
	2.54

	Don Muraco
	4
	1.47

	Matt Hardy
	4
	1.40

	Owen Hart
	8
	1.13

	Mr. Perfect
	4
	1.04

	Haku
	4
	.94

	Dudley Boyz
	4
	.44

	Rick Martel
	6
	.30

	Ultimate Warrior
	5
	-0.05

	Akeem / One Man Gang
	4
	-0.07

	Hercules
	5
	-0.12

	Davey Boy Smith
	7
	-0.41

	Ted DiBiase
	8
	-0.66

	Brutus Beefcake
	7
	-1.15

	Kane
	8
	-1.58

	Jim Duggan
	4
	-1.59

	Dino Bravo
	4
	-1.59

	Billy Gunn
	4
	-1.61

	Mick Foley
	6
	-1.68

	The Rock
	8
	-2.08

	Demolition
	4
	-2.11

	Trish Stratus
	4
	-2.16

	JBL
	5
	-2.57

	Yokozuna
	5
	-2.70

	Big Bossman
	6
	-2.86

	Booker T
	4
	-3.03

	Triple H
	11
	-3.26

	Big Show
	5
	-4.17

	Jake Roberts
	8
	-7.52

	Hulk Hogan
	11
	-7.68

	Andre the Giant
	5
	-7.94

	Undertaker
	14
	-14.66



And now the twelve best performances in WrestleMania history as ranked by WRAP 2.

	Match
	Event
	WRAP 2
	Star Rating

	Ricky Steamboat v. Randy Savage
	WM 3
	2.69
	*****

	TLC Tag Team Match
	WM 17
	2.21
	*****

	Money-in-the-Bank Ladder Match
	WM 21
	1.95
	****3/4

	Money-in-the-Bank Ladder Match
	WM 22
	1.87
	****3/4

	Razor Ramon v. Shawn Michaels
	WM 10
	1.83
	*****

	British Bulldogs v. Dream Team
	WM 2
	1.66
	****

	Greg Valentine v. Ricky Steamboat
	WM 4
	1.64
	***1/4

	Owen Hart v. Bret Hart
	WM 10
	1.62
	*****

	Rockers v. Haku & Barbarian
	WM 7
	1.62
	***1/2

	Orient Express v. Rockers
	WM 6
	1.55
	***1/4

	Bret Hart v. Roddy Piper
	WM 8 
	1.45
	***3/4

	Bret Hart v. Steve Austin
	WM 13
	1.44
	*****



To be perfectly candid, it was quite exhausting collaborating all that data, so I’ll end the column without analysis for now. However, I would like to solicit feedback from all of you on my methodology and its results and use that feedback for a future column on these tables. Particularly I would like to hear from those of you confused, irked or disputing any of my methods. Thanks again for reading and thanks again to Graham for hosting. 

