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Firstly, I’d like to apologize for my delay between columns; I graduated from Boston College’s Carroll School of Management on Monday. Between finals, graduation activities, and my inherent laziness, it’s been three weeks or so since my last column. I hope to make up for it with two within the next eight or nine days or so. I begin this edition by picking up where I left off some weeks ago by using objective measures to evaluate workrate given the match time. The idea was derivative from the obvious concept that the longer a match is, the better it is likely to be. The following regression equations resulted from a database of hundreds of matches:

Star Rating = .132 (time) + .435.         // match < 20 minutes

Star Rating = .014 (time - 20) + 3.73.  // match > 20 minutes

What follows is an application of those formulas to every WrestleMania match in history. Today’s column has numbers 1-10 plus this year’s edition. Next time, I’ll have the remaining half plus a recap and brief analysis. Arguments over the best matches in WrestleMania history have long been advanced on the internet and print. These statistics determine not necessarily the best matches but the best performances in the event’s storied history. Included in each table are match results and times, star rating, and the difference between the star rating and the expected star rating for a match of that length. That later figure I will dub WRAP (Work Rate above Average Performance) in the future for ease. I also include a weighted average star rating and the total WRAP for each Mania in an effort to determine the best events, at least from a workrate standpoint. Again, star ratings are an amalgamation of those published in issues of the Wrestling Observer Newsletter, Scott Keith’s archive, and where necessary some personal tweaks. 

	WrestleMania I
	Rating
	WRAP

	Tito Santana d. Executioner (4:49)
	*1/2
	.43

	King Kong Bundy d. SD Jones (:23)
	0
	N/A

	Ricky Steamboat d. Matt Borne (4:35)
	¾*
	-.29

	D. Sammartino drew Brutus Beefcake  (11:35)
	*
	-.96

	Junkyard Dog d. Greg Valentine (5:57)
	½*
	-.72

	Sheik & Volkoff d. US Express (6:55)
	**1/4
	.90

	Andre the Giant d. Big John Studd (5:51)
	0
	-1.22

	Wendi Richter d. Lelani Kai (6:10)
	- ¼*
	-1.50

	Hogan & Mr. T d. Piper & Orndorff (13:21)
	**3/4
	.55

	Total
	1.28 Stars
	-2.81


	WrestleMania II*
	Rating
	WRAP

	Paul Orndorff drew Don Muraco (4:10)
	½*
	-.49

	Randy Savage d. George Steele (5:10)
	-*
	-2.22

	Jake Roberts d. George Wells (3:15)
	*
	.14

	Fabulous Moolah d. Velvet McIntyre (1:25)
	0
	-.62

	Cpl. Kirschner d. Nikolai Volkoff (2:05) 
	¼*
	-.46

	British Bulldogs d. Dream Team (13:03)
	***3/4
	1.59

	Ricky Steamboat d. Hercules (5:00 estimated)
	*1/2
	.4

	Adrian Adonis d. Uncle Elmer (3:00)
	0
	-.83

	Funk Bros. d. Tito Santana & JYD (13:00)
	***1/4
	1.10

	Hulk Hogan d. King Kong Bundy (11:00)
	*3/4
	-.14

	Total
	1.71 Stars
	-1.53


*Worked boxing match and battle royal excluded.

	WrestleMania III
	Rating
	WRAP

	Can-Am Connection d. Muraco/Orton (5:37)
	**1/2
	1.32

	Billy Jack Haynes drew Hercules (7:44)
	*1/2
	.04

	Hillbilly Jim & Midgets d. Bundy & Midgets (3:25)
	¼*
	-.64

	Harley Race d. Junkyard Dog (4:22)
	0
	-1.01

	Dream Team d. Rougeau Bros. (4:03)
	*1/2
	.53

	Roddy Piper d. Adrian Adonis (6:13)
	**1/4
	.99

	Davis/Harts d. Santana/ Bulldogs (8:52)
	***
	1.39

	Butch Reed d. Koko B. Ware (3:39)
	¾*
	-.17

	Ricky Steamboat d. Randy Savage (14:35)
	*****
	2.64

	Honky Tonk Man d. Jake Roberts (7:04)
	½*
	-.87

	Sheik & Volkoff d. Killer Bees (5:44)
	**1/2
	1.31

	Hulk Hogan d. Andre the Giant (12:01)
	¼*
	-1.77

	Total
	2.04 Stars
	3.76


	WrestleMania IV
	Rating
	WRAP

	Ted DiBiase d. Jim Duggan (5:01)
	*1/2
	.4

	Don Muraco d. Dino Bravo (4:53)
	*
	-.08

	Greg Valentine d. Ricky Steamboat (9:09)
	***1/4
	1.61

	Randy Savage d. Butch Reed (5:07)
	¾*
	-.36

	One Man Gang d. Bam Bam Bigelow (2:56)
	½*
	-.32

	Jake Roberts drew Rick Rude (15:13)
	*
	-1.44

	Ultimate Warrior d. Hercules (4:29)
	0
	-1.03

	Hulk Hogan drew Andre the Giant (5:52)
	-½*
	-1.71

	Ted DiBiase d. Don Muraco (5:54)
	*3/4
	.54

	Randy Savage d. Greg Valentine (6:06)
	**1/4
	1.01

	Brutus Beefcake d. Honky Tonk Man (6:30)
	¾*
	-.54

	Heenan/Islanders d. Koko/Bulldogs (7:30)
	*
	-.43

	Randy Savage d. One Man Gang (4:05)
	0
	-.97

	Demolition d. Strike Force (12:33)
	**
	-.09

	Randy Savage d. Ted DiBiase (9:27)
	**1/2
	.82

	Total
	1.37 Stars
	-3.41


	WrestleMania V
	Rating
	WRAP

	Hercules d. Haku (6:57)
	**1/4
	.90

	Twin Towers d. Rockers (8:02)
	**1/2
	1.01

	Brutus Beefcake drew Ted DiBiase (10:01)
	*3/4
	-.01

	Bushwhackers d. Rougeau Bros. (9:10)
	½*
	-1.15

	Mr. Perfect d. Blue Blazer (5:38)
	**1/2
	1.32

	Demolition d. Mr. Fuji/Powers of Pain (8:20)
	*1/4
	-.28

	Dino Bravo d. Ron Garvin (3:42)
	*1/4
	.33

	Brain Busters d. Strike Force (9:17)
	***
	1.34

	Jake Roberts d. Andre the Giant (9:44)
	-½*
	-2.22

	Hart Foundation d. HTM/Valentine (7:40)
	**1/4
	.80

	Rick Rude d. Ultimate Warrior (9:36)
	**
	.30

	Jim Duggan drew Bad News Brown (3:46)
	¼*
	-.68

	Red Rooster d. Bobby Heenan (:30)
	0
	N/A

	Hulk Hogan d. Randy Savage (17:54)
	***1/2
	.55

	Total
	1.91 Stars
	2.21


	WrestleMania VI
	Rating
	WRAP

	Rick Martel d. Koko B. Ware (3:51)
	*
	.06

	Demolition d. Colossal Connection (9:30)
	½*
	-1.19

	Earthquake d. Hercules (4:52)
	½*
	-.58

	Brutus Beefcake d. Mr. Perfect (7:48)
	*1/2
	.04

	Roddy Piper drew Bad News Brown (6:48)
	½*
	-.83

	Hart Foundation d. Bolsheviks (:19)
	0
	N/A

	Barbarian d. Tito Santana (4:33)
	*3/4
	.71

	Rhodes/Sapphire d. Savage/Sherri (7:52)
	-*
	-2.47

	Orient Express d. Rockers (7:44)
	***
	1.56

	Jim Duggan d. Dino Bravo (4:15)
	0
	-1.00

	Ted DiBiase d. Jake Roberts (11:50)
	**3/4
	.75

	Big Boss Man d. Akeem (1:49)
	½*
	-.17

	Rick Rude d. Jimmy Snuka (3:59)
	*1/2
	.51

	Ultimate Warrior d. Hulk Hogan (22:51)
	***1/2
	.02

	Total
	1.69 Stars
	-2.59


Quick Aside: The general convention has WrestleMania V as one of the worst Manias ever while VI is regarded as one of the strongest of the early ones. Well, the general convention is wrong: very wrong when it comes to VI which really was a dismal show, from a workrate standpoint. To a lesser extent, V is underrated. I suspect a lot of people would cite the weakness/strength of the crowds for the shows as reasons for their choices through I don’t how crowd “hotness” is a valid criterion for judging wrestling shows but to each his own.

	WrestleMania VII
	Rating
	WRAP

	Rockers d. Haku/Barbarian (10:41)
	***1/2
	1.65

	Kerry Von Erich d. Dino Bravo (3:11)
	0
	-.85

	Davey Boy Smith d. Warlord (8:15)
	*
	-.52

	Nasty Boys d. Hart Foundation (12:10)
	***1/2
	1.46

	Jake Roberts d. Rick Martel (8:34)
	-*
	-2.57

	Undertaker d. Jimmy Snuka (4:18)
	*
	0

	Ultimate Warrior d. Randy Savage (20:47)
	****1/2
	1.17

	Tenryu & Kitao d. Demolition (4:44)
	½*
	-.56

	Big Boss Man d. Mr. Perfect (10:47)
	**1/4
	.39

	Earthquake d. Greg Valentine (3:14)
	*
	.14

	Legion of Doom d. Power & Glory (:55)
	0
	N/A

	Virgil d. Ted DiBiase (7:46)
	*1/4
	-.21

	Mountie d. Tito Santana (1:19)
	¼*
	-.36

	Hulk Hogan d. Sgt. Slaughter (20:23)
	***1/4
	-.06

	Total
	2.43 Stars
	-0.32


	WrestleMania VIII
	Rating
	WRAP

	Shawn Michaels d. El Matador (10:43)
	**
	.16

	Undertaker d. Jake Roberts (6:41)
	½*
	-.82

	Bret Hart d. Roddy Piper (13:49)
	***3/4
	1.49

	8 – Man Tag Match (6:31)
	*
	-.30

	Randy Savage d. Ric Flair (18:01)
	****1/4
	1.26

	Tatanka d. Rick Martel (4:31)
	*1/4
	.22

	Natural Disasters d. Money, Inc. (8:36)
	*
	-.57

	Owen Hart d. Skinner (1:10)
	¼*
	-.41

	Hulk Hogan d. Sid Justice (12:26)
	½*
	-1.58

	Total
	2.18 Stars
	-0.55


	WrestleMania IX
	Rating
	WRAP

	Tatanka d. Shawn Michaels (18:15)
	***
	-.04

	Steiner Bros. d. Headshrinkers (14:22)
	**3/4
	.42

	Doink d. Crush (8:22)
	-¾*
	-2.04

	Razor Ramon d. Bob Backlund (3:45)
	*
	.07

	Money, Inc. d. Mega Maniacs (18:43)
	¾*
	-2.34

	Lex Luger d. Mr. Perfect (10:56)
	*1/4
	-.63

	Undertaker d. Giant Gonzalez (7:32)
	-**1/2
	-3.93

	Yokozuna d. Bret Hart (8:56)
	**1/4
	.64

	Hulk Hogan d. Yokozuna (:23)*
	-½*
	-.50

	Total
	1.34 Stars
	-8.35


Usually, matches under a minute or less are excluded for WRAP but this match was so dopey for a number of reasons (including the salt-in-the-eyes finish), I gave it a grade. The work here is actually a shade above the first Mania and a shade below WM4 but the WRAP rating is beyond horrible as three matches here really bombed. Its place as the worst Mania of all time is secured, not that any complex analysis was needed to verify that.

	WrestleMania X
	Rating
	WRAP

	Owen Hart d. Bret Hart (20:21)
	*****
	1.70

	Bam Bam/Luna d. Doink/Dink (6:09)
	*1/4
	0

	Randy Savage d. Crush (9:49)
	**3/4
	1.02

	Alundra Blayze d. Lelani Kai (3:20)
	¾*
	-.12

	MOM d. Quebecers (7:41)
	**1/4
	.80

	Lex Luger d. Yokozuna (14:40)
	¼*
	-2.12

	Earthquake d. Adam Bomb (:32)
	0
	N/A

	Razor Ramon d. Shawn Michaels (18:47)
	*****
	1.91

	Bret Hart d. Yokozuna (10:38)
	*3/4
	-.09

	Total
	2.96 Stars
	3.10


Quick Aside: The two top-flight matches here have the second and third highest WRAP ratings of the first ten Manias behind Savage-Steamboat. Fourth best? Rockers v. Haku & Barbarian from WrestleMania VII.

	WrestleMania XXII
	Rating
	WRAP

	Kane/Big Show v. Carlito/Masters (6:41)
	*1/2
	.18

	Money in the Bank Ladder Match (12:21)
	****1/4
	2.18

	Chris Benoit v. JBL (9:44)
	**1/2
	.78

	Mick Foley v. Edge (14:37)
	***1/2
	1.14

	Boogeyman v. Booker T (3:52)
	-*1/2
	-2.45

	Trish Stratus v. Mickie James (8:48)
	*1/4
	-.35

	Undertaker v. Mark Henry (9:26)
	*1/2
	-.18

	Shawn Michaels v. Vince McMahon (18:28)
	***1/2
	.38

	Kurt Angle v. Rey Mysterio v. Randy Orton (9:18)
	***1/4
	1.59

	Torrie Wilson v. Candice Michelle (3:54)
	0
	-.95

	John Cena v. HHH (22:02)
	***3/4
	.12

	Total
	2.81 Stars
	2.44


Quick Aside: Interesting to note that this event, hardly considered a classic, rates fairly similar to the revered WrestleManias III and X. That speaks to drastic changes in expectations as far as the workrate for a WrestleMania match. Today, wrestlers generally see the event as a chance to cement their legacy and deliver their best match of the year. In the past, the event must have struck wrestlers as important and a big pay day but not much more.


I appreciate those of you sending feedback and would love to receive more, just click my name at the top. Thanks for reading.

