History of WWE
June 3, 2006
Phil DiLiegro
“WrestleMania’s Workrate History, Part Two”


 This column is a direct follow-up to my last one, so please review that one if you have not done so already. I have no further introductory comments so let’s pick up where we left off. 

	WrestleMania XI
	Rating
	WRAP

	Allied Powers d. Blu Brothers (6:36)
	½*
	-.81

	Razor Ramon d. Jeff Jarrett (13:32)
	**3/4
	.53

	Undertaker d. King Kong Bundy (6:40)
	0
	-1.32

	Owen Hart/Yokozuna d. Smoking Gunns (9:43)
	*1/2
	-.22

	Bret Hart d. Bob Backlund (9:34)
	*3/4
	.05

	Diesel d. Shawn Michaels (20:37)
	***1/2
	.17

	Lawrence Taylor d. Bam Bam Bigelow (11:44)
	**1/2
	.52

	Total
	2.21 Stars
	-1.08


	WrestleMania XII
	Rating
	WRAP

	DBS/Owen/Vader d. Ahmed/Roberts/Yoko (13:11)
	*1/2
	-.68

	Steve Austin d. Savio Vega (10:08)
	***
	1.23

	Ultimate Warrior d. Triple H (1:39)
	¼*
	-.40

	Undertaker d. Diesel (16:47)
	**3/4
	-.01

	Shawn Michaels d. Bret Hart (61:55)
	****1/2
	.46

	Total
	3.67 Stars
	.60


Note: I excluded the Roddy Piper-Goldust backlot brawl since much of that was pre-taped and not really a match. The model really is not designed to handle ironman matches: it predicts 4.04 stars for a 61 minute match which, if anything, seems low but for consistency I’ll leave it as is. This show will end up as the highest of them all by weighted star rating since a ****1/2 match was sixty percent of the show, but it’s fourth out of the first twelve by WRAP.

	WrestleMania XIII
	Rating
	WRAP

	Four Tag Team Elimination Match (10:39)
	*3/4
	-.09

	Rocky Maivia d. Sultan (9:38)
	-*
	-2.71

	Triple H d. Goldust (13:17)
	*1/2
	-.69

	O. Hart/D.B. Smith drew Vader/Mankind (16:07)
	*3/4
	-.94

	Bret Hart d. Steve Austin (22:03)
	*****
	1.56

	A. Johnson/Legion of Doom d. The Nation (10:45)
	***
	1.15

	Undertaker d. Sycho Sid (23:54)
	¾*
	-2.76

	Total
	2.04 Stars
	-4.48


	WrestleMania XIV
	Rating
	WRAP

	Taka Michinoku d. Aguila (5:59)
	**1/2
	1.27

	Triple H d. Owen Hart (11:27)
	***
	1.05

	Marc Mero & Sable d. Goldust & Luna (9:11)
	**1/2
	1.35

	The Rock d. Ken Shamrock (4:49)
	*1/2
	.43

	Mick Foley/Terry Funk d. New Age Outlaws (10:00)
	**1/4
	.49

	Undertaker d. Kane (16:58)
	**
	-.82

	Steve Austin d. Shawn Michaels (20:02)
	***1/4
	-.02

	Total
	2.62 Stars
	3.75


	WrestleMania XV
	Rating
	WRAP

	Hardcore Holly d. Billy Gunn, Al Snow (7:07)
	*
	-.37

	Owen Hart & Jeff Jarrett d. D-Lo Brown & Test (3:08)
	¾*
	-.10

	Mankind d. Big Show (6:51)
	½*
	-.84

	Four Way IC Title Elimination Match (9:48)
	*
	-.73

	Kane d. Triple H (11:33)
	*
	-.96

	Sable d. Tori (5:04)
	-*
	-2.10

	X-Pac d. Shane McMahon (8:43)
	***
	1.41

	Undertaker d. Big Bossman (9:49)
	-*
	-2.72

	Steve Austin d. The Rock (16:52)
	***1/2
	.59

	Total
	1.34 Stars
	-5.82


Note: I excluded the Brawl-for-All bout between Bart Gunn and Butterbean. Why this show doesn’t get mentioned in worst Mania ever discussion is beyond me as its only redeeming value is in the main event which was far from a classic. You could say the show was successful (800K buys) and came during a hot period for the WWF as a defense, but those arguments apply for WrestleMania IV as well. And that show gets universally panned. Also, keep in mind that workrate expectations were far higher in 1999 than in the 1980s making this show all the more pathetic. Finally, the -2.72 WRAP for the HIAC match is very generous as the average match of that kind rates around ****, but WRAP doesn’t adjust for gimmicks (at least not yet, and keep that in mind as we start to see more no-DQ, TLC, etc. matches).

	WrestleMania XVI
	Rating
	WRAP

	Bossman/Bull d. D-Lo/Godfather (9:05)
	*
	-.63

	Hardcore Battle Royal (15:00)
	*
	-1.42

	T ‘n A d. Head Cheese (7:01)
	-*1/2
	-2.86

	TLC Tag Team Title Match (22:25)
	****1/2
	1.06

	Terri d. The Kat (2:26)
	-***
	-3.76

	Chyna & Too Cool d. Radicals (9:39)
	**
	.29

	Chris Jericho v. Chris Benoit v. Kurt Angle (13:48)
	***1/4
	.99

	Kane/Rikishi d. X-Pac/Road Dogg  (4:16)
	¾*
	-.25

	Four Way WWF Championship Match (36:24)
	**1/2
	-1.18

	Total
	2.21 Stars
	-7.76


Note: There was better wrestling on this show than the previous one, but much of what I said above applies here as well. By the way, the two pay-per-views both preceding and following this show are tremendous, so this show disappointed during a very hot period for the promotion.

	WrestleMania XVII
	Rating
	WRAP

	Chris Jericho d. William Regal (7:08)
	**1/2
	1.12

	Tazz/Acolytes d. Right to Censor (3:53)
	*1/4
	.30

	Kane d. Raven, Big Show (9:18)
	**
	.34

	Eddie Guerrero d. Test (8:07)
	***
	1.49

	Kurt Angle d. Chris Benoit (14:02)
	***3/4
	1.46

	Chyna d. Ivory (2:39)
	0
	-.78

	Shane McMahon d. Vince McMahon (14:12)
	***1/2
	1.19

	TLC Tag Team Title Match (15:41)
	*****
	2.43

	Undertaker d. Triple H (18:17)
	**3/4
	-.30

	Steve Austin d. The Rock (28:05)
	****3/4
	1.19

	Total
	3.44 Stars
	8.44


	WrestleMania XVIII
	Rating
	WRAP

	Rob Van Dam d. William Regal (6:20)
	**1/2
	1.33

	DDP d. Christian (6:10)
	**
	.75

	Maven d. Goldust (3:10)*
	¾*
	-.10

	Kurt Angle d. Kane (10:43)
	**1/4
	.40

	Undertaker d. Ric Flair (18:47)
	**3/4
	-.34

	Edge d. Booker T (6:33)
	**
	.70

	Steve Austin d. Scott Hall (9:43)
	*
	-.72

	Four Way Tag Team Title Elimination Match (13:51)
	*
	-1.26

	The Rock “d.” Hulk Hogan (16:23)
	**1/4
	-.47

	Jazz d. Lita, Trish Stratus (6:16)
	½*
	-.76

	Triple H d. Chris Jericho (18:40)
	***1/4
	.16

	Total
	2.09 Stars
	-.31


I’m including only the scheduled hardcore title match and obviously not the handful of title changes throughout the show.

	WrestleMania XIX
	Rating
	WRAP

	Matt Hardy d. Rey Mysterio (5:39)
	**
	.82

	Undertaker d. A-Train/Big Show (9:45)
	*1/4
	-.47

	Trish d. Victoria, Jazz (7:17)*
	**1/4
	.85

	Team Angle d. Guerreros, Benoit/Rhyno (8:46)
	**1/2
	.91

	Shawn Michaels d. Chris Jericho (22:33)
	****
	.54

	Triple H d. Booker T (18:47)
	***
	-.09

	Hulk Hogan d. Vince McMahon (20:49)
	***
	-.35

	The Rock d. Steve Austin (17:53)
	***3/4
	.81

	Brock Lesnar d. Kurt Angle (21:04)
	****1/4
	.56

	Total
	3.26 Stars
	3.27


* First exclusively female match at WrestleMania to record a positive WRAP.

	WrestleMania XX
	Rating
	WRAP

	John Cena d. Big Show (9:13)
	*
	-.65

	Four Way Tag Team Title Match, Raw (7:55)
	*1/4
	-.23

	Christian d. Chris Jericho (14:56)
	***1/4
	.74

	Evolution d. Rock/Foley (17:09)
	****
	1.14

	Torrie/Sable d. Stacy/Jackie (2:41)
	0
	-.79

	Goldberg d. Brock Lesnar (13:48)
	*3/4
	-.51

	Four Way Tag Team Title Match, SD! (6:05)
	*
	-.25

	Victoria d. Molly Holly (4:56)
	*1/2
	.39

	Eddie Guerrero d. Kurt Angle (21:30)
	****
	.60

	Undertaker d. Kane (6:56)
	*1/4
	-.10

	Chris Benoit d. HHH, Shawn Michaels (24:07)
	****3/4
	1.22

	Total
	2.96 Stars
	1.56


Note: I excluded the cruiserweight open since it was a series of short, mini-matches as opposed to one match. While this was a fine wrestling show, it probably belongs in the overrated pile, or at least the marginally overrated pile as the next year’s show featured markedly better wrestling and doesn’t carry the same reputation.

	WrestleMania XXI
	Rating
	WRAP

	Rey Mysterio d. Eddie Guerrero (12:39)
	***
	.90

	Money in the Bank Ladder Match (15:20)
	****3/4
	2.24

	Undertaker d. Randy Orton (14:16)
	***1/4
	.93

	Trish Stratus d. Christy Hemme (4:43)
	¼*
	-.81

	Kurt Angle d. Shawn Michaels (27:27)
	****3/4
	1.20

	Akebono d. Big Show (1:03)
	0
	-.57

	John Cena d. JBL (11:27)
	*1/4
	-.70

	Batista d. Triple H (21:34)
	***
	-.41

	Total
	3.39 Stars
	2.78


* WrestleMania 22 was covered in my last column.


Let me preface the following recap by saying that I feel it utterly worthless to evaluate wrestling events based solely on workrate: other factors such as the build and anticipation to a show, the enjoyable aspects of matches that do not manifest themselves in a star rating, historical significance and the financial success of a show must be considered. So what follows is not my effort to quantitatively determine the best WrestleManias of all-time, but rather to quantitatively determine the best worked WrestleManias of all-time. Firstly, we’ll sort the events by WRAP which measures how each match performed relative to its expected value given the length of the match:

	WrestleMania 
	WRAP
	WrestleMania
	WRAP

	17
	8.44
	7
	-0.32

	3
	3.76
	8
	-0.55

	14
	3.75
	11
	-1.08

	19
	3.27
	2
	-1.53

	10
	3.1
	6
	-2.59

	21
	2.78
	1
	-2.81

	22
	2.44
	4
	-3.41

	5
	2.21
	13
	-4.48

	20
	1.56
	15
	-5.82

	12
	0.60
	16
	-7.76

	18
	-0.31
	9
	-8.35


Well, XVII, generally reputed to best WWE show ever, certainly laps the field in this category. Not only did the show have terrific wrestling, but eight of ten matches posted a positive WRAP led by the TLC match and the Eddie Guerrero-Test match. Considering Test’s dubious reputation as a worker, it’s fair to ascribe the great deal of the credit in that one to the late Guerrero who delivered an often overlooked but still amazing performance. There are few surprises until you get down to V at the eighth spot. Again, that show had a lot of nice, shorter matches putting up positive WRAPs led by Brain Busters-Strike Force, Hennig-Owen, and Rockers-Towers. WrestleMania XII has the best ever weighted average star rating thanks to the ironman match, but that match only rated .46 stars above average and the show had only five real matches. WrestleMania IX remains the only major WWF pay-per-view inducted into Wrestlecrap.com and ranks as the worst show of all-time here as well, but XV and XVI rank fairly close which came as a bit of a surprise. Particularly disappointing about those shows were that they came during a “high workrate” era, which is to say that match quality throughout the WWF has improved throughout time. I actually ran another regression test using only this small sample of data to see how workrate has improved over time and received the following results. 
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Again, I would like to have a couple of hundred matches for each year to get a better idea of what the data really means, but this will do for now. As far as star rating goes, the correlation between year (with 1985 being year one, 1986 being year two) and star rating is relatively strong at .632 and gives the following regression line:

Star Rating = 1.49 + .072 * (year).

In other words, the star rating increases incrementally by .072 stars each year which is not much at all. For the visually inclined, here is what this chart looks like:
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Now repeating the same process with regards to WRAP yields a correlation of only .25 meaning there is little connection between what year a WrestleMania match took place in and how good one could expect it to be. Still, some correlation is better than none, so here is our friendly, helpful regression line: 

WRAP = -2.135 + .158 * (year).

In other words, the WRAP increases incrementally by .158 stars each year which is not much at all again. I must reiterate that the low correlation number means we should have far less confidence in this equation than the previous one. For the visually inclined, here is what this chart looks like:
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What does this all mean? We can say with relative confidence that a performance in the late 1990s is not likely to be much better than one in the 1980s. Yet we can say with relative confidence that a match in the late 1990s will be better, by a factor of about ¾* for every ten years. The reason being is that as time has gone on, the WWF has booked WrestleMania with fewer matches but giving them more time; ergo, explaining the difference in star rating. Yet using WRAP as a measuring stick instead of just star rating tells us that WWF wrestlers haven’t gotten a whole lot better (or worse) over time, which certainly comes as a surprise to this author for one. 

Thanks for reading again. I’ll conclude this series next week with a look at the best matches and individual performers in WrestleMania history. 
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